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It took Ramona J. Smith three years to get to the World 
Championship stage. She competed in several club contests and 
even placed 3rd at the District Level. However, she still felt 
defeated during the process. “I was ego driven,” Ramona said. “I 
wanted to win. I wanted the trophy, and I wanted to say I was 
the World Championship Speaker.” It was not until she had 
a complete mind shift that she began to climb the 
ladder to the World Championship stage. “I started to 
firmly believe in myself by achieving goals,” she 
said. “Taking that energy into 2018 helped me not 
to lean so much into the trophy, because whether 
you gave me the trophy or not, I already knew I 
was a champion.”  

On August 25th, 2018, Ramona surpassed 
~30,000 other speakers from around the world to 
become the 2018 World Champion of Public 
Speaking in Chicago, IL. Her speech, titled “Still 
Standing,” delved into how she overcame 
several life challenges such as dropping 
out of college, divorce and falling short 
during a few speech contests. “We are 
all Toastmasters, and we all experience 
ups and downs but even though we 
go through those challenges we still 
overcome. We still rise up,” she 
said.  

Ramona’s journey began in 2010. In 
her hometown Cleveland, Ohio, she 
joined her local Toastmasters club to 
polish her skills as a motivational 
speaker. “I loved the culture of the 
club,” she said. “Everyone was 
friendly, everybody was happy, and 
it was fun. And I was doing something 
I loved to do.” She later moved to 
Hawthorne, California, and joined a 
corporate Toastmasters club where she 
started to become interested in 
participating in club contests. In 2015, 

Ramona was sponsored by a friend to attend the Toastmasters’ 
World Championship of Public Speaking at Caesars Palace in Las 
Vegas, Nevada, as a spectator and see the magic of public 
speaking unfold on the World Championship stage. “When you 
have a dream and you really want to experience it, you have to 

put yourself in that environment.”  

Ramona knew early on that she wanted to be a public 
speaker, even before knowing she could turn it into a 
profession. “I always loved being on the stage and 
just having that control.  I love bringing that energy to 
a large group of people. I love the impact. I love the 
results.”  When she witnessed World Champion 
Mohammad Qahtani win on the World 
Championship stage in 2015, the spark was lit. “I 
know I can do this. I know I want to do this, and I 

am going to do this,” she said at that time. 

Her mantra during the 2018 contest 
was “Grow, learn and have fun.” It 

is a mantra she believes will help 
other fellow Toastmasters 
participate in their club 
contests. “I think when people 
think about competing, they 

are thinking about the 
International contest only,” 

she said. “Go up there and 
release anything about 
winning and do not worry 
about that. Prepare and 
do the best you can and 

either way you’re going to learn 
something, you’re going to grow from 

it, and you’re going to have fun.”  

After winning the World 
Championship of Public 
Speaking contest, Ramona 
moved on from teaching and 
jumped into becoming a full-



time motivational speaker. With this shift in her career, she 
said she was “finally able to take myself seriously as a 
public speaker.” Ramona visited various countries 
such as Dubai, Oman, Qatar, Sri Lanka, Kuwait, India, 
Malaysia, Brazil, India, Saudi Arabia and other 
district conferences as the newly minted World 
Champion. “Toastmasters gave me that 
exposure,” she said. Ramona was the second 
African-American woman and the fifth woman 
overall to win the public-speaking 
championship since it started in 1938. 
Another historic first was that  three 
women took the top three spots: 
Zifang “Sherrie” Su (2nd place) and 
Anita Fain Taylor (3rd place). 
Additionally, the  Toastmasters 
International President was a 
woman that year:  Lark Doley, 
DTM. Ramona is proud to be part 
of this historic year: “I’m in the 
history books for that one, this 
made me walk in my purpose 
fully.”  She also wants her fellow 
Toastmasters to do the same — 
to walk in their purpose and take 
advantage of the available tools 
Toastmasters International has to 
offer. “You need to take full 

advantage of everything this organization has, otherwise 
you are wasting your money,” she said. “No one is saying 

you must make it to the World Championship stage, 
but it’s going to develop your skills. So, why not take 
advantage of this investment you have been making 
for all these years.” As Ramona continues to 
accelerate towards her public speaking and 
entrepreneurial goals, she also plans to assist others 
to do the same. She wants to train children in 
public speaking and continue to educate future 
leaders. Not only does she have a YouTube 
channel (https://www.youtube.com/user/
monalisa110) and website (https://
www.ramonajsmith.com/) where she gives tips 

and coaching services regarding public speaking, 
but she has also inspired her 10-year-old son 

to do the same. “I put the microphone in his 
hand,” she said. “I don’t want him to have 
that fear.” Moreover, the support she 
receives from her husband, family and 
friends also makes the experience that much 

more rewarding. She has no plans for slowing 
down when it comes to public speaking and 

focusing on becoming a brilliant businesswoman. “I’m 
going to always be a speaker … and I’m even going to 
learn sign language – in case something happens to 
my voice – because I was born to do this.” 
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Officers Trained as of  

Aug 25, 2022 

 

Total Club Officers: 535 

Officers Trained: 290 

D103 has 54.2% of officers 

trained. 
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